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President’s Letter – May 2020
Dear Artists,
“Art is the highest form of hope” as Gerhard Richter said. I certainly have felt its’
truth lately.
It seems all of humanity has pulled together in a manner never seen in my lifetime.
And this journey is not over and I sincerely hope that you manage your future with
wisdom and confidence. We have been given the opportunity to define our “new
normal” as this pandemic continues to unfold. Let’s take advantage of it.
This is my last letter as the President of Women Painters of Washington. It has been
a great experience if an abbreviated one. We experienced some transitional pains as
we moved our meetings to the gallery space. I believe moving forward it gives us
greater control and flexibility and reduces our expenses for renting meeting rooms
etc. And I have made some decisions for the greater good of our community while
we faced the Coronavirus. Thank you again for your patience as we have moved
through this time.
The women who lead this organization are hard working, experienced and dedicated
to our organization.
The election results were positive for this slate of officers. I received zero negative
votes. As a result, the slate is approved. The women who lead this organization are
hard-working, experienced and dedicated to Women Painters of Washington.
We are lucky to have them.
The 2020-2021 WPW Board of Executives and Committee Chairs are listed below:
Officers
President: Judith Heim
Vice President: Pamela Beer

Recording Secretary: Susan K. Miller
Treasurer: Sandra Kahler
Exhibits Manager: Ellen Busteed
Gallery Manager: Julie Fisco
Executive Board Chairs
Eastern Washington Division: Judy Kalin
New Membership: Kathy Collins
Publicity: Judith Perry

Programs: Sarah Guthrie

Pg. 3

Tis Huberth
April 16, 1935 – March 5, 2020
Artescape 1996-2019
It is with great sadness and deep sorrow that I am writing this message to you. Tis was surrounded by her son, Robert and
her daughter-in-law Tracey, when she left us all. She has left two grandchildren, Sean and Emilee, knowing that they
brought her great joy. She adored them and spoke of them with such love.
In November she discovered that she had Stage 4 Lung Cancer. She was given the latest protocols for this type of cancer
for two months. After the first of the year she developed pneumonia and was not able to fight both diseases. I spoke with
Robert and he shared a sweet story. The day before she died, she had a thirst for a Margarita, and they were able to find
the ingredients. She enjoyed every last drop with a huge smile on her lips. Doesn’t that sound just like her.
Tis requested that there would not be a memorial or funeral service for her, however she did agree to have an Open House
in late spring. This celebration will be held at her home and future plans will be shared once the details have been arranged.
For me the biggest loss will be those spring/fall workshops, called Artescape. Each of us, that have had the pleasure of being
with Tis during those weeks, have lots of sweet moments in time when we had her individual attention. She was in her
element teaching what she loved beyond words. I have cherished those memories and the friendships that she gave us all.
She may be gone but she will certainly never be forgotten.
FROM ROBERT: In lieu of flowers and cards, please let folks know that mom would like any donations in her name to go
to: http://www.bestfriends.org This organization in Utah saves and rescues animals and has a marvelous reputation.
Robert and Tracy’s address: PO Box 15444 Seattle WA 98115-0444.

Tis Huberth (4/16/1935-3/5/2020) discovered in November that

she had Stage 4 Lung Cancer. For two months she was given
the latest protocol treatments. In January she developed
pneumonia, and was not able to fight both diseases. She passed
away on March 5. Her son, Robert, shared a sweet story; The
day before she died, she had a thirst for a Margarita, and they
were able to find the ingredients. She enjoyed every last drop
with a huge smile on her lips. Doesn’t that sound just like her.
Tis requested that there be no memorial or funeral service,
however she agreed to an Open House in late spring. Future
plans will be shared once arranged.
For many of us, a big loss, too, will be Tis’ spring/fall workshops,
called Artescape. Her first Artescape was in 1996. She was in
her element teaching what she loved beyond words. We cherish
those memories, and the friendships that she gave us all. She
may be gone, but she will never be forgotten.
In lieu of flowers and cards, please make any donations, in her
name, to: Best Friends, http://www.bestfriends.org , an organization in Utah, that has a marvelous reputation for rescuing and
saving animals.
Robert’s and his wife, Tracey’s address is,
PO Box 15444 Seattle, WA 98115-0444.
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As you know, the Spring Luncheon, was rescheduled to our first meeting this fall
September 9. Except for the date, everything will stay the same; menu selections
time, location and price. We hope everyone is able to attend to meet and become
acquainted with our new members as well as the new WPW officers. Please fill
out and return your menu selections to Beverly Shaw-Starkovich along with your check by Sept 2nd.
Also, be sure to mark September 9 on your calendar for this luncheon

Gallery News

Gallery news May 2020
The gallery has been closed since March 10th due to the covid 19 pandemic. At this point, I don’t know when we will reopen but
want to share the upcoming schedule of shows. I went to the gallery this week and took care of a few things. I posted signs on the
door and a window saying that the art is available to view on our website. Molly Preston recently sold a painting from the website
that hasn’t even been hung in the gallery yet! Our website crew is now working on posting the prices in the online gallery and I
have created a new email account to handle any inquiries. Using a couple of my easels I moved 4 paintings to the windows just for
interest. Hope you are all well and creating lots of new work. Please look at the list of shows and sign up by emailing me or the
show chair listed. We will send out an announcement as soon as possible on the dates each will run.
Many thanks, Julie Fisco
wpwgallery@gmail.com
“Innovations”
Take a chance and try something new. New colors, new perspectives, new materials or just push what you love to do.
Have fun!
Chair – Paula Parks -- paula_parks@msn.com
“90th Anniversary Showcase”
Let’s show our best stuff to celebrate our 90th anniversary. The goal is to have 60 plus participants showing one or two
paintings each in 5 feet of wall. David Martin will jury for awards but you pick the piece to hang.
Chair – Elizabeth Kay --

eekarts@comcast.net

We already have about 40 members signed up to participate and would welcome more help on this show.
Email Julie Fisco - jfisco@ comcast.net if you can help or to get on the participant list.

“Critters and Creatures”
Real or imagined, fill the gallery with any kind of bird, beast or something out of this world. The critter need not be the
subject but only a part of your piece. So you paint abstract? Great! Weave a shape into your narration.
Chair – I need you to volunteer!
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Tidbits from Easter Washington
Eastern Washington chapter members are used to distances, but the "shelter in place" order has made
staying in touch and connected an additional challenge. We are hoping to reschedule our spring meeting in
July or August.

Several eastern Washington gallery shows have been canceled. Nancy Rothwell had that experience with
two of her solo exhibits. Both her Gonzaga Law School "Baby Boomers Shadow" and the Colfax Libey Gallery
"The Vote: 100 Years" are on hold. We are hoping they will be rescheduled for the fall.

At this point, the WPW Wenatchee Valley Museum exhibit "The Legacy Continues" is still on schedule.
It opens October 1. We are hoping the corona virus will not interfere with plans and dates. Mark your
calendars for a no host luncheon at the Wild Huckleberry restaurant on Friday Oct. 2. This will be followed
by our eastern Washington 3 pm chapter meeting at the museum. More information will be coming late
summer.

Darcie Roberts was accepted into two juried shows. The Northwest Pastel Society International Show was
scheduled to open May 2 at the American Art Co. in Tacoma. It will now be on-line at www.nwps.org.
The Pastel Society of the West Coast members show is on-line at www.pswc.org. Congratulations Darcie.

Another bright spot in our chapter is our growing membership. Two artists from eastern Washington were
chosen by the nominating committee. We welcome T. Kurtz (pastel) from Spokane and Sara Cate
(watercolor) from Yakima.

Judy Kalin has taken over as the eastern Washington chapter chairperson for 2020-2021. She brings great
enthusiasm, energy and ideas for keeping our group connected.
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A Special Welcome to our new members of 2020!

Sara Cate

Charlotte Slade Decker

Mira Kamada

T. Kurtz

Karen O’Brien

Roxanne Everett

Jonlee Nunn

Mary Maki Rae

Carol Ross

A Special thanks to
Kathy Collins and the
membership committee
for selecting such a
talented and varied group of
exciting new artists!
We all look forward to
greeting you in September!
Stay healthy and paint lots!
Danna Tartaglia

Susan E. Walker

Zoee Xiao
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Sara Cate

2712 West Yakima Ave
Yakima, WA 98902
509-961-2762
sarairenecate@gmail
scate@uw.edu

Charlotte Slade Decker
300 Nisqually Pl.
LaConner, WA 98257
(360) 466-0113
twolips@twolipsoriginals.com

Roxanne Everett
6210 Ravenna Ave NE, Seattle,
WA. 98115
206-920-7292
RoxanneEv@gmail.com

MIRA KAMADA
31 Longshore LN
Bellingham WA 98229
360.547-7347
mira@mirakamada.com
www.mirakamada.com
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T Kurtz

Fine Art in Pastel
2404 W Maxwell Ave
Spokane WA 99201
(208) 255-8813
supert-rex@hotmail.com

Jonlee Nunn

520 6th Ave S
Edmonds, WA 98020
206-920-4711
jonleenunn@gmail.com
jonleenunn.com

Karen O'Brien
3719 Brookside Way West
University Place WA 98466
706-575-1196
Karenobrienart@gmail.com
www.karenobrienart.com

MARY MAKI RAE
12926S.E. 157th Pl.,
12927 Renton, WA 98058
Ph:425-235-6388
maryrae4art@gmail.com
Website: www.marymakirae.com–
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Carol Ross

3463 E Lake Sammamish Shore Ln NE,
Sammamish, WA 98074
425 922-0258
carol.ross123@gmail.com;
carolrossart.com

Danna Tartaglia

5984 Lynwood Center Rd NE /
PO Box 10854 .
Bainbridge Island WA 98110
805.844.0908
dannatartaglia@mac.com

Susan E. Walker

740 NW Everwood Drive,
Issaquah, WA 98027
susanwalkerstudio@gmail.com
425-837-1800
www.susanwalkerstudio.com

ZOEE XIAO
1430 154 AVE NE, APT 4503,
Bellevue, WA 98007
425-623-7568
zoeexiaoart@gmail.com
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2020 Fall Juried members Show
The Legacy Continues: Empowering Women
Women Painters of Washington
2020 90th Anniversary Juried Members Show
Venue: Wenatchee Valley Museum and Cultural Center
127 S. Mission Street Wenatchee, WA 98801
Show Dates: Oct. 2, 2020 until February 6, 2021
Artist reception: Oct. 1 patrons preview (awards ceremony)
Oct 2, 2020 5-8pm Public Art Walk
This show is the grand finale event of our 90th anniversary! It also marks the
100th year of women gaining the right to vote! Our show will be running
concurrently with the Washington State Historical Commission’s show
celebrating women’s suffrage in the same venue. Women Painters of
Washington celebrates its 90th year as a professional organization of women
artists. We were vibrant, accomplished, and sometimes a little sassy, not
unlike our suffragette sisters! One of our early members, Peggy Strong,
created the 1930’s WPA mural which graces the lobby of our venue, the
Wenatchee Valley Museum and Cultural Center. This is a striking tribute to
our spirited beginnings. Now it’s time to honor the strength of our legacy by
showing art that speaks to the empowerment of women over the last 100
years.
The full prospectus had been sent out via Sally Cays and is being added
to the “members only” section of our website. You can be thinking now
about what you have to enter or what you want to create to support the
narrative of women’s empowerment. This can take many forms in terms of
medium, style and interpretation. It can be personal or observational. It can
speak to the history of women and how concepts and roles and perceptions
have changed in the last 100 years (since the right to vote was achieved) or it
can focus on present day impact. It can be literal, or symbolic or conceptual
and abstract. There are endless possibilities here.

1.You will be asked to submit a minimum of 2-maximum of 3 paintings (as usual).
2.This is our annual members show. 1 painting will be chosen from each entry.
3.Artists will be required to provide a statement about how their work has addressed the
theme of women’s empowerment on their entry form.
4.We are looking at a maximum size of 36x36” (including frame if applicable.)
and a minimum size of 12’x12’
5.We also have exciting news and incentive for our Western Washington artists. We
have an anonymous benefactor who has offered to pay the shipping cost of paintings to
Wenatchee. We will be using Phoenix Art Services in Shoreline as we have done
before.
Pictured: “Sassy” by Jane Mayer and “Carhartts and Canvas” by Debbie Hughbanks

Pg. 12

2020 Fall Juried Members Show cont’d
Here are some idea starters by Ellen Busteed

At the last meeting, some of you had questions on how to approach the
subject of women’s empowerment.
You may already have paintings that would be excellent to submit to the show.
It will be important that the title of your submissions lend themselves to the
topic of empowering women be it your own empowerment or others. The
following are examples of topics you could consider: women’s rights, women’s
achievements in the last 100 years, your achievements as an artist, the future
of women’s roles, women entering the workplace in the last 90 years,
accomplishments of the women’s movement, the effect in your life of the
attempt to remove gender in equality and the experience of our sisters who
fought during the 1960’s for women’s rights.

Possible titles: “Glass Ceilings”, “Walk in her shoes”, “70 cents on the
Dollar”, “Backwards and in High Heels” (from Ginger Rogers quote),
“Possibilities”, “Something to Fall Back On”, “Changes”, “Me Too!”,
“Programming Women” (Hidden Figures Movie) , “Astronaut Barbie!”,
“Self Actualization”, “ERA” (Equal Rights Amendment) “But she Persisted!”
“I Am Me”, “Who Am I” ?” “Reaching For the Stars”, “Strides” “Fulfillment”,
“Finding the Future”, “Encouragement” , “Independence ” , “Realization”,
“Freedom” “Becoming Visible” “Accomplished”

Paintings shown: “Quietude by Ellen Busteed” & “To The Women Who Flew in WWII” by Judith Heim

We hope you will have fun with this theme and that
collectively we will create a narrative about women’s
empowerment that is multifaceted, educational,
reflective and family friendly for exhibit at the
Wenatchee Valley Museum.
Left: Mural by Peggy Strong, (an early member of
Women Painters of Washington) in the lobby of the
Wenatchee Valley Museum and Cultural Center.

2020 Spring Juried Show, at Matzke Fine Art Gallery
The first of three 90th anniversary shows for Women Painters of Washington opened March 7
at Matzke Fine Art Gallery and Sculpture Park on Camano Island. This is a stunning show!
It was scheduled to hang through April 12th and has been extended through May 4th.
Note: painting pick up is scheduled for May 5 & 6. Drivers must call Karla Matzke
(360-387-2759) to make an appointment for a specific time and you are required to wear a
mask and gloves. One artist at a time is allowed in the gallery to pick up the paintings they are
responsible for.
The opening reception was held March 14th from 4:30 to 7:30. It was a small but lovely (I will not use
the word intimate) event. Because of ongoing development in the Corona Virus saga, Matzke
gallery is currently closed to in person visits but can be seen on line.
www.matzkefineart.com or see all images from the show at www.womenpainters.com.
Interested persons may call Karla Matzke (360-387-2759) for information on a particular
painting and to make a purchase. We extend a very special thanks to Karla Matzke for curating
a beautifully displayed show and hosting us in her enchanting, forest location.
Award Winners

1st place: Marjorie Thompson “Flicker”
2nd Place: Susie Wind “Gasworks Jigsaw”
3rd Place: Gayle Scholl “Portal II & lll”

Pia Messina Memorial Award:
Hiroko Seki “Thousands”
Sponsor’s Awards
Art & Soul Award: Marilyn Charlat Dix: “Solo”
Jackr Richeson Award 1.:
Judith Perry “Fall on the Willapa”
Jack Richeson Award 2:
Mary Jo Maute: Falling Through The Web, Golden Product Award: Ellen Busteed “Endless Possibilities” Artist and
Craftman Award: Amy Ferron “After Midnight” Artist’s Edge Award” Janet Hamilton: “Magic Clouds”
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At Matzke Fine Art Gallery
Highlights from the March 14th Reception
History Display
A very special thank you to
David Martin for lending us
paintings by two of our WPW
founders.
Left: Elizabeth Warhanik
“Ballard Industrial Scene”
Circa 1940
Right: Dorothy Dolph Jensen,
“Portrait of Vera
Weatherbee” 1930.

Susie Wind with her paintings on March 7th

Hiroko Seki showing her painting to Judy Perry and her husband

The turnout was light as expected, but a few of Karla’s Camano collector’s were there.
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Present Tense Highlights Cont’d

Native American flute player , Paul Nyenhuis gave us the calm we all need right now with
his mellow music from his beautiful handcrafted flutes.
This is an elegant and beautifully displayed show. Every artist stepped up to interpret
their “Present Tense” Amidst the backdrop of 90 years of Northwest culture.
We have many more pictures of the gallery and everyone’s paintings. I will attempt to get
them to all of the artists so you can see your work since you can’t get to the show. I
know these are challenging times for all of us. But I have to say, of all the places to go, I
felt much safer here than I did trying to go to Costco and dealing with all of those frantic
toilet paper pirates! The Matzke Gallery had to close the following weekend and has
taken the show online. Despite these limiting circumstances, Karla has sold 4 of our
paintings with 2 more sales pending as of this writing!
Below: Karla Matzke doing elbow bumps with Julie Fisco and Paul Nyenhuis.

Stay safe…..Make Art!

Member News
Randena Walsh has four watercolor
collages in a virtual exhibit, "Earth - An
Abstract" at Port Angeles Fine Arts
Center. This is a virtual, online exhibit as
the Arts Center is temporarily closed due
to current "social distancing"
restrictions. The show runs from April 18
through June 28, 2020 online.

Jacqui Beck (with lots of help from her son,
Finnbar) has just made a video about making art
during this time of social distancing and isolation.
It has been a time to challenge herself to go deeper inside, to experiment, to mess around, and to
seriously play: http://www.jacquibeck.com/video

See the exhibit online at pafac.org

Jacqui Beck
Artist
206-280-5917
www.jacquibeck.com

I currently have paintings in a group show
at the Bainbridge Island Museum of Art.
Of course the museum is closed at the
moment, but I'm very glad to announce
that the show will be extended until September 27th, with an opening reception
to be announced later.
I will post information as I get it on my
website: www.DannaTartaglia.com
My paintings are also currently on exhibit
at Winslow Art Center in a solo show.
Again, the gallery is closed but the show
will extend through the end of June and
hopefully will be able to open before
then.
I am very excited to announce that I will
be opening Tartaglia Fine Art gallery in
downtown Bainbridge Island on July 1st,
at 100 Madison Ave.
I owned an art gallery for several years in
Ojai California, representing 20 amazing
artists.
My new gallery will be different in that it
will be a focus on my own paintings, plus
a few functional items created from my
art images.
The gallery will be my studio as well as a
place to present my art for purchase, and
it will be fun and comfy for friends and
shoppers to keep me company while I
paint.
***
Thanks!
Danna Tartaglia

Thanks,
Jacqui

"Women Painters is offering a new, professionallooking name tag design that includes our logo. The
design "easel-y" identifies the wearer as a member
of Women Painters of Washington and can be worn
to all art related meetings and functions, not just our
own, and will be impressive looking to WPW
Gallery clientele!
"The new name tag is a white background made
from sturdy 1/16" plastic in the shape of a painters
palette, complete with paint dabs. Our logo and
member's name are printed in black. It measures
approximately 2-3/4" wide by 2-1/4" high. You can
choose either a regular pin clasp back for $10, or a
magnetic backing for $12. The name tag is for you
to keep and wear wherever your artistic travels
may take you!
"To order send a check made payable to Women
Painters of Washington, along with how you want
your name to appear AND your pin/magnetic
backing preference, to:
Nancy Grigsby
7981 Sawgrass Way
Blaine, WA 98230
Questions? Call Nancy at
360-371-9042."
$10 for a pin-back
$12 for a magnetic-back

Optional $3.50 for mailing
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