
Showcasing art by women since 1930
www.womenpainters.com

December 2023

WOMEN PAINTERS of WASHINGTON
HOLIDAY LUNCHEON

Celebrating Reunion and Refreshment

Friday, December 8, 2023 

Seattle Yacht Club
1807 East Hamlin Street, Seattle, WA 98112

Social Hour 11:00 am, Luncheon 12:00 – 2:00 pm

Luncheon cost $42.00, including salad, rolls, entrée, coffee/tea,

gratuity, tax, parking, and use of the lovely historic venue.

No-host Bar: Soda/Sparkling Water -$3, Beer-$6, Wine-$8.00/9.00 
Credit Card only (Visa or MasterCard) 

Festive Holiday Attire /Guests Welcome

Please reserve your space by  November 27, 2023 

 Use WPW form and PayPal online or download form and send check to: 
K Robinson, 4821 NE 44th Street, Seattle, WA 98105 

For questions, please call K: (925) 212-6054

***************************************************************************************
Entrée Choices

(The Chef can accommodate gluten-free and allergy requests)

If paying by check: 

Lemon Herb Chicken,  with orzo pasta, garden vegetables and a pesto sauce 

Butternut Squash Ravioli, with sage brown butter, and toasted pine nuts.

Name___________________ Entrée_________________

Name___________________ Entrée_________________

# Of reservations ($42.00 each) _____ Total ________

Make checks payable to WPW – Due by November 27th 
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2023 Calendar
Board Meeting 
First Wednesday of the month
6:00 PM, via Zoom

General Meeting and Program  
Second Wednesday of the month 
9:45–10:00 AM, Login/Social Time  
10:00 AM, Meeting  
11:00 AM, Program, via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/86408801017?pwd=cUpIQUwvdG-
JTQ3VXSFJlVW9EQjBVdz09

EASTERN WASHINGTON MEETINGS
To be announced

FOURTH CORNER MEETINGS
February 18, 2024, via Zoom
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President’s Letter

Women Painters of Washington 
empowers professional women 
artists to create, exhibit and 
market their work while fostering 
art appreciation within their 
communities and beyond.

Hello esteemed artists,

If you were at the General Meeting last week you heard 
me talking about the Bylaws and the Standing Rules. 

Bylaws are intended to be simple, broad goals, and not 
intended to change rapidly.

Standing rules are intended to be the specifics about 
how the goals are achieved. Standing rules should really 
be called “best practices,” or “suggestions.” This is the 
information that an outgoing volunteer can hand off 
to a new volunteer in any particular position that she’s 
stepped into. 

We don’t officially have Standing Rules. 

Many efficient members have created their own timelines, best practices, resources, 
helpers, etc. that they have used to do the work. You might have a folder or note-
book where you keep that information. There’s no particular place however, where 
we can all access that information. We’re hoping to put these “Standing Rules” on 
the website, right alongside the Bylaws. 

In this post pandemic environment we’re having some difficulty filling positions 
at WPW in a timely manner. Perhaps it’s because we're meeting mostly remotely; 
members don't see what's happening behind the scenes. Maybe it’s difficult to see 
what’s not happening if you’re not personally involved with it. Or, maybe we don't 
understand exactly what's being asked of us when the call goes out to fill a vacancy. 

One of the big projects at WPW under construction is a plan to create more commu-
nication and transparency throughout the entire organization. The first stab at this 
will be to ask everyone to create a document of your own “Standing Rules.” If you’re 
in a committee, you’ll be creating this together. Think for a minute about your title 
and what you’re responsible for.

Hopefully, by the end of the year (spring '24), all that information will be added to 
the website so that any member can have instant information at the cellular level 
about the functioning here, what each and every position requires. This will help 
everyone move around in the organization seamlessly between jobs. It's a big hope.

Watch for instructions and examples about compiling your own “Best Practices,” 
coming soon to your inbox. Thank you all for helping this organization roll forward.

With gratitude,

Susie Wind 



2023 Gallery Sales

$7,870 35 Paintings

$1,710 244 Cards

$250 Catalogs and Totes

$9,830 Total Sales & Commissions

We are excited that the Gallery is now 
open to the public on Monday through 
Thursday from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 
Appointments for other times can be 
made at wpwgallery@gmail.com.

 Gallery Notes

FREE PARKING is now available for the 
Gallery sitter. 

Gallery News
Hi everyone! I hope you’re enjoying the beautiful colors of the falling leaves preparing the 
way for a merry winter!

The deadline for It’s About Time is now passing and we look forward to seeing the treasures 
you’ve entered for this January show!  We’re working hard with Ruby Lindner in the lead 
and Kristi Dyson in communication with the building to arrange a repainting of the gallery 
walls. Wouldn’t that be wonderful for us all! Also bring your Holiday cards to the gallery 
now for some holiday cheer!

Recruitment
We still need volunteers for both show chair positions. They will determine the division of 
duties they manage for our gallery exhibits. There are four shows a year. Co-show chairs 
work closely with our gallery managers, facilitate communication with show participants, 
and work at the gallery on change out days. If you would like to volunteer for a Show Co-
chair position contact Gallery Co-managers Sue Madill and Catalina Mercado, as well as 
Volunteer Coordinator Amy Ferron (aferron57@gmail.com) 206-232-4243.

The Gallery Hanging Committee is looking to update and bolster its membership and is 
seeking volunteers to add their names to the list of volunteers to help hang our gallery 
shows. Shows change out quarterly. New shows are generally hung on Monday morning 
immediately following the Saturday take-down of the prior show from 11 a.m. to approx-
imately 1 p.m. This is a great opportunity to see the gallery shows come together, share a 
fun project and get to know some other Women Painters, and enjoy some donuts while 
you’re at it! 

Volunteering to be on the hanging committee does not require that a volunteer be pres-
ent for every new show hanging, and the more volunteers we have, the more flexibility we 
have for those on the committee to take a pause when conflicts arise with helping out on 
any particular show.  

If you’d like to add your name to the hanging committee list, please email Ruby Lindner 
(rough-gem@live.com) or Amy Ferron (aferron57@gmail.com)

Upcoming Opportunities 
It’s About Time
January 9 – April 4, 2024
Entry deadline: December 2, 2023

Things in Motion
April 9 – July 3, 2024
Entry deadline: March 2, 2024 

Lost and Found 
July 9 – October 3, 2024
Entry deadline: June 1, 2024 

Migration
October 8, 2024 – January 2, 2025
Entry deadline: August 31, 2024

Thanks everyone for sharing your beautiful work!  Have a Merry Christmas and Happy 
Holidays!

Sue Madill, Catalina Mercado, Gallery Co-managers
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Gallery News (continued)

Curious about the latest exhibit? 
Here is a link to the virtual tour. 

VIRTUAL TOUR

Amy Ferron, Dancing in the Dark

Barbara Shaw Starkovich, By the River

Lezlie Jane, Astroids

Brandi Reyna,Palouse Farmland

Sandi Haight, Foxgloveo Glory

Marilyn Charlat Dix, Viewpoint Sandra Kahler, Reflecting Broken Tide

Women Painters of Washington  | 4December 2023

Leaving the Gallery Soon
Small Wonders
October 3, 2023 – January 4, 2024



https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=LhBvS6cWrSi
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“All makers must leave room for the 
acts of the spirt.” 

Ursula K. Le Guin

2023-2024 Programs
Friends,

The focus for the programs this year is on the history of our organization. One of the 
great resources for information of our history is with the Life Members of WPW!

Consequently, some of our zoom programs will feature videos from those life members.

Here is our program schedule as it stands now:

December, is our holiday luncheon. Information about place and date can be found 
on page 1.

January 10, 2024, Cynthia Grace is our speaker who may do 
a video or a Iive presentation. She is a specialist in Art Law 
and will be able to answer most of our questions …and sur-
prise us with much info that we don’t know. If you have any 
particular issues you would like to have covered, let me know.

February 14, via Zoom, presenters, Barbara Newton and Ann Breckon.

March 13, via Zoom, Marsha Lippert and Julie Fisco.

April 10, IN PERSON MEETING at the art museum in La Connor, MONA. Our host will 
be Kathleen Garrett who will take us through her wonderfully curated show Siva 
Cascadia, the forest is female.

May, luncheon, information to come later. 

I would like to remind members that all programs are recorded and access to any of 
the programs and videos made by Life Members can be gotten by contacting Lisa 
DeBaets (lisadebaetswpw@gmail.com).

On a personal note I want to notify the membership that as I will not be doing the pro-
grams for next year, I need to find out if there is anyone reading this newsletter who 
might enjoy this position!  If so it would be perfect if you would contact me and save 
our nominating committee the effort of searching.

It can be a lot of fun, making contacts and doing something different. My whole 
year has been based on the idea of our history as many newer members had little 
knowledge of our most recent history as well as our founding history. What are your 
thoughts about programs you would like? Artists who do instruction, people who run 
galleries and curate shows, or something else???

The point is that it takes time to do this arranging and the sooner a program person 
steps forward the better, AND you will make me very happy!!

Donna Leavitt

Cynthia Grace

mailto"I would like to remind members that all programs are recorded and access to any of the programs
and videos made by Life Members can be gotten by contacting Lisa DeBaets……lisadebaetswpw@gmail.com


On a personal note I want to notify the membership that as I will not be doing the programs for next year,
I need to find out if there is anyone reading this newsletter who might enjoy this position!  If so it would be
perfect if you would contact me and save our nominating committee the effort of searching.

It can be a lot of fun, making contacts and doing something different.  My whole year has been based on the
idea of our history as many newer members had little knowledge of our most recent history as well as
our founding history.  What are your thoughts about programs you would like?  Artists who do instruction,
People who run galleries and curate shows, or something else???

The point is that it takes time to do this arranging and the sooner a program person steps forward the better,
AND you will make me very happy!!


Member News
Colleen Hoffenbacker’s, Floragen 2.0.1 
will be showcased on a digital screen in 
the ARTBOX.PROJECT Miami 4.0 exhibit 
taking place during Art Basel Art Week 
at the prestigious Spectrum Miami art 
exhibition. The exhibition starts on 
December 6 and lasts until December 
10, 2023.

https://redwoodartgroup.com/rave/
spectrum-miami-exhibitor-list/

Colleen Hoffenbacker is also delighted 
to have her work featured in Create! 
Magazine’s exhibition Fresh Paint, 
curated by the esteemed Margaret 
Winslow, Curator of Contemporary 
Art of the Delaware Art Museum. The 
opening for this global virtual show is 
December 1, 2023.



Colleen Hoffenbacker, Floragen 2.0.1

Larson Gallery, WPW was well represented in the 68th Annual Central Washinton 
Artists Exhibit at the Larson Gallery on the Yakima Valley College campus. The exhibit 
is open to artists living in the ten counties in Central Washington. This year’s exhibit 
was juried by Wing Luke Museum Director of Exhibits, Jessica Rubenacker.

The five WPW members included are Sara Cate, Dena Elzie, Carolyn Nelson, Darcie 
Roberts and Laura Wise with Laura Wise and Carolyn Nelson both receiving awards.   
The exhibit opened on November 4 and will be up through December 9, 2023.


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Exhibition News
WPW 2023-2024 Exhibits  
Calendar

FALL JURIED EXHIBIT 

Coalescent of Art
(a WPW/PSGNA Collaborative Show)
ERA Aljoya Mercer Island
October 9, 2023 – February 11, 2024
ENTRY DEADLINE: has passed

WPW GALLERY

It’s About Time 
January 9 – April 4, 2024
ENTRY DEADLINE: December 2, 2023

SPRING JURIED EXHIBIT 

Limitless Possibilities
Matzke Fine Art Gallery & Sculpture Park
March 9, 2024 – April 14, 2024
ENTRY DEADLINE: December 15, 2023

WPW GALLERY

Things in Motion
April 9 – July 3, 2024
ENTRY DEADLINE: March 2, 2024

WPW GALLERY

Lost and Found
July 9 – October 3, 2024
ENTRY DEADLINE: June 1, 2024

FALL JURIED EXHIBIT 

TBA
Gallery One, Ellensburg
July 26, 2024 – August 31, 2024
ENTRY DEADLINE: To be announced

WPW GALLERY

Migration
October 8, 2024 – January 2, 2025
ENTRY DEADLINE: August 31, 2024

The Matzke Fine Art Gallery & Sculpture Park

Limitless Possibilities at Matzke Gallery
March 9 – April 14, 2024
The Matzke Fine Art Gallery & Sculpture 
Park on Camano Island has an exhibition 
planned for next spring. Submission 
deadline is December 15, 2023. You 
can find more information at the follow-
ing link.

Download Prospectus PDF

https://redwoodartgroup.com/rave/spectrum-miami-exhibitor-list/
https://redwoodartgroup.com/rave/spectrum-miami-exhibitor-list/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWttqyBcXrc
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cdLNZYSxWmj9wR1Lzd2MVTBf9p_iQe0K/view?usp=sharing


Member News (continued)

Tracy K Felix is currently showing a series of 5 new portrait paintings in Narrative: The 
Art of Storytelling at Graphite Gallery. This show features work from 10 studio artists of 
Graphite.

Open Saturdays Noon–4:00 PM. Public may also enter the gallery daily through Char-
coal Restaurant from 4:00–9:00 PM. Art Walk December 21, 5:00–8:00 PM with live 
music. Free lecture by Amy Pleasant “Family Album” December 6, 7:00 PM. Exhibit runs 
through January 6, 2024.

Graphite Gallery, 202 Main Street, Edmonds, WA

Tracy K Felix , Fountain Carol Kinney & Doug Loftstrom 
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Picasso and Paper: Virtual Exhibition 
Tour, Royal Academy of Arts

WATCH

The Creative Circle Show 
Mary Jo Maute is showing several paintings in an exhibition at the Jansen Art Center 
in Lynden, WA called The Creative Circle. The Creative Circle is one of Whatcom Coun-
ty’s longest-standing women’s art groups. Its members are all seasoned professionals 
and that meet monthly at one another’s homes or studios over a potluck dinner to 
share news and recent work and offer one another technical help and emotional 
support when needed. 

The exhibit opened October 26 and runs through December 22. If you're in Whatcom 
County, the Jansen Art Center is well worth a visit!

Here's a link to the show:

https://www.jansenartcenter.org/creative-circle-exhibit/
https://www.jansenartcenter.org/about-us/



Mary Jo Maute, Through the Veil Mary Jo Maute, Old Dancers



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oOOY6GbV9Ks
https://www.jansenartcenter.org/creative-circle-exhibit/

https://www.jansenartcenter.org/about-us/


Member News (continued)

WANTED:  Female Artist to Share Ballard Studio


49th Street Studio  •  1545 NW 49th Street   •   Seattle  WA  98107 

Founded in 2001 by four emerging artists, the 49th Street Studio has been in 
continuous use as a shared studio for women artists in the Ballard neighborhood. 
 There is now a rare vacancy for a new artist to join us.


The Studio:  Approximately 1600 sq ft open studio, divided into five individual areas.  
Includes skylights, storage attic, common area with large work table, kitchenette, 
library, painting racks, restroom, and utility sink.  There is street parking. 

NOTE:  This is a NO SMOKING studio with low toxicity and low fume exposure. 


Monthly Fee:  $425.  Includes rent, utilities, misc studio expenses, and insurance.


Our studio has a total of 5 partners.  We work independently and keep our own hours. 
There are four additional studios on the property, owned and maintained by our artist 
landlord.  We enjoy art parties and sharing our synergy. We are within walking distance 
of the Ballard Farmers Market and many shops and restaurants.

	 	 	 	 	 	 

Interested?  Please email or call us at:   

K Robinson  	 	 krobinson411@comcast.net 	 	 925-212-6054

Christi Birchfield 	 cebirchfield@gmail.com	 	 	 216-406-4994

Jane Seibel	 	 janebseibel@gmail.com	 	 	 206-909-8150

Robin Atlas	 	 robinatlas2@gmail.com	 	 	 206-890-7882

K.Robinson, Ballard Studio Opening
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Member News (continued)

Jamie Lightfoot, I have been working 
hard to bring Professional Artists into 
Picket Fence Art Studio for weekend and 
weeklong workshops.

Animal Portraits in Oil with  
Yelena Lamm 
​January 19, 20 and 21, 2024
www.picketfenceartstudio.com/blog/oil-
painting-workshop-with-yelena-lamm#/

Abstract Encaustic Painting with  
Denise Richards 
February 3, and 4, 2024
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM
picket-fence-art-studio.coursestorm.com/
course/abstract-encaustic-painting-work-
shop-with-denise-richards?page=2

Discovering your voice through Skies, 
Pastel with Amanda Houston
February 2 – March 3, 2024
www.picketfenceartstudio.com/blog/dis-
covering-your-voice-through-skies-with-
amanda-houston#/

Expressive Portrait and Still Life​ with 
Henry Stinson
March 22, 23, and 24, 2024
www.picketfenceartstudio.com/blog/ex-
pressive-portrait-and-still-life-workshop-
with-henry-stinson#/



Expressive Portrait and Still Life with Henry Stinson
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Messen Board Game Event Very Successful Thanks to WPW Gallery
Over Veteran’s Day weekend, Sarah Guthrie and her husband Tom hosted a 3-day 
private board game event at the Women Painters of Washington Gallery. Almost 50 
people attended and had the opportunity to meet other board gamers, reconnect 
with friends, and play brand new board games from the Spiel Essen convention in Es-
sen, Germany (where many new board games are released for the first time each year). 

Attendees were delighted by the art on exhibit in the Small Wonders show. Several 
commented that the bright colors were a big improvement over the bland hotel walls 
where board game events are often held. New friendships and connections were 
made and art was sold! 

At the closing ceremony, many attendees shared how much they appreciated the 
warmth and art of the gallery, as well as the generosity of Women Painters of Wash-
ington for allowing the group to use the space. A number of attendees also said they 
were looking forward to coming back with family to see the show.

Tom and I would especially like to thank Kristi Dyson for her absolutely outstanding 
guidance and leadership in liaising with the building management team to ensure 
our event went smoothly. While there were some challenges with the building being 
closed on Saturday and Sunday, Kristi worked with the building team to help identify 
solutions. In some cases—such as parking, elevator access, and entrance access—we 
communicated with our guests ahead of time and throughout the weekend so they 
were prepared, so it went smoothly. All in all, Kristi was expert at understanding the 
issues at hand, guiding us, and advocating for WPW in alignment with the gallery and 
building’s requirements. We are deeply grateful to her.

The goal of our event was to support people connecting by playing board games. We 
would not have been able to have as many people at the event, were it not for the 
WPW Gallery. Thanks to the great art-filled space, old friends reconnected, new friend-
ships were made, and—most important of all—a community has blossomed. We are 
all deeply grateful.

Sarah C.B. Guthrie, WPW Member and Messen Co-organizer



Messen 2023: Messen attendees (about half who 
attended are pictured)

Messen 2023: Messen attendees playing board games 
while other attendees take in the art

http://www.picketfenceartstudio.com/blog/oil-painting-workshop-with-yelena-lamm#/
http://www.picketfenceartstudio.com/blog/oil-painting-workshop-with-yelena-lamm#/
http://picket-fence-art-studio.coursestorm.com/course/abstract-encaustic-painting-workshop-with-denise-richards?page=2
http://picket-fence-art-studio.coursestorm.com/course/abstract-encaustic-painting-workshop-with-denise-richards?page=2
http://picket-fence-art-studio.coursestorm.com/course/abstract-encaustic-painting-workshop-with-denise-richards?page=2
http://www.picketfenceartstudio.com/blog/discovering-your-voice-through-skies-with-amanda-houston#/
http://www.picketfenceartstudio.com/blog/discovering-your-voice-through-skies-with-amanda-houston#/
http://www.picketfenceartstudio.com/blog/discovering-your-voice-through-skies-with-amanda-houston#/
http://www.picketfenceartstudio.com/blog/expressive-portrait-and-still-life-workshop-with-henry-stinson#/
http://www.picketfenceartstudio.com/blog/expressive-portrait-and-still-life-workshop-with-henry-stinson#/
http://www.picketfenceartstudio.com/blog/expressive-portrait-and-still-life-workshop-with-henry-stinson#/


Member News (continued)

Barbara Noonan
Barbara Noonan’s painting, Quintessential Stanwood, was one of 6 artworks selected 
for the Stanwood Washington Arch Banner Project on 88th Avenue and will be exhibit-
ed in December 2023. 

In addition, you can purchase Barbara’s original pastel paintings at the Matzke Fine 
Art Gallery and Sculpture Park on Camano Island. Honey I Shrunk the Art Show opened 
November 25 through January 2024 and has featured art from regional artists for the 
past 34 years. 

Should you be near the Florida Panhandle, you can find Barbara’s art at both the Live 
Oak Gallery and also prints of her paintings at The Pearl. Apalachicola is a small art 
community that is surrounded by rich waterways and barrier islands. Plein aire artists 
gravitate to this area. 



Barbara Noonan, Beach Path 

Barbara Noonan, Semi Retired
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Catalina Merado
Hi everyone, I would like to share some exciting news! 

I found a space in Magnolia and am opening a studio/gallery called Cati Art Studio 
& Gallery. I opened my doors to the public on November 18 with a still life painting/
drawing morning and an opening celebration that afternoon. I invite you to celebrate 
with me a dream come true. Stop by at 3655 #A 34th Ave. W, Seattle, WA 98199! 

If you have work you’d like to show in December and after, email me at bribiescafa@
yahoo.com.  Find more info at catiartstudio.com.

Happy Holidays! 
Catalina Mercado



Jan Tervonen has two pieces in the Expressions of Winter show at Blakely Hall located 
at 2550 NE Park Drive, Issaquah, WA 98029. The show runs from December 1, 2023 
– February 29, 2024 and will be available for viewing during our open hours during 
that time. The artist reception, open to the public and family-friendly, will be Saturday, 
January 27, 2024 from noon – 2:00 PM.



Jan Tervonen, Winterscape

Jan Tervonen, Winter Night

mailto:bribiescafa@yahoo.com.
mailto:bribiescafa@yahoo.com.
http://catiartstudio.com.


Member News (continued)

Lisa DeBaets
I'm honored to have my mixed water media artwork, Good Vibrations, to be selected 
as one of 85 out of 978 entries in the Abstract National Exhibition at the Gladys and 
Karl T. Wiedemann Gallery, Wichita, Kansas, hosted by Mark Arts. Opening reception is 
January 5, 2024 from 5:30 – 7:30 PM. The exhbition closes March 23, 2024.



Lisa DaBaets, Good Vibration

Ruth Maude
Elements of Nature continues at Propeller Art Gallery, Tornto, ON, through December 3, 
2023. View theArtists Talk at the link below.





Diana Grant
I had two paintings that were recently purchased for the Evergreen Hospital collection.  
They are both 40” x 60” acrylic on canvas.



Diana Grant, Rainclouds West Diana Grant, Catch the Wind
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Art sayings from Alicia Harvey

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aikOwYpZrkk


Opportunities
Studio 103—Art in A Poem 2024
Deadline: December 18, 2023
Entry fee: $35

Studio 103 is honored to be collaborating with the City of Seattle’s Civic Poet Shin Yu 
Pai for our upcoming Art in a Poem exhibit. We are asking artists to create work in 
response to Shin Yu’s generous offer of her poem Saving Time.

To view the poem and apply, please go to: https://forms.gle/XvPJdjE6sAZXFbGG8



Pretty Girls Making Cool Sh!t, Seattle
Deadline:December 31, 2023, 2023
Entry fee: Free

While pretty is in our title, it is certainly not our main focus and we were never the 
“pretty girls” in school.

Our mission is to provide empowerment and support to emerging and professional 
female artists while being fun and informative.

If you are interested in being featured on our blog/Instagram, please follow the link. 
https://www.prettygirlsmakingcoolshit.com/callforart



CHROMACOSM: Our Universe in Color, Schack Art Center
Deadline: January 21, 2024
Entry fee: Free

Color is intangible; we do not taste, smell, feel or hear it, yet it permeates our existence 
in ways we often overlook. Chromacosm will explore our universe of color and the vast 
ways we interact with color every day. To Learn more follow this link: https://www.
schack.org/get-involved



Blue Koi Gallery, International Art Competition, Landscape Theme 
Online
Deadline: December 31, 2023
Entry fee: $20

Introducing the online art competition “Landscape”. Whether you’re drawn to the 
sweeping vistas of majestic mountains, seascapes, sunsets or imaginary/dreamlike 
places, this competition is for you. It celebrates the beauty and diversity found in the 
natural world. For more information follow this link: https://koisartistaward.com/land-
scapes-juried-art-competition/


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https://koisartistaward.com/landscapes-juried-art-competition/



Member Information

Be swell and pack well
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Be swell. Pack well.
Were you in a WPW statewide art show carpool? How well was your art packed? 

Back in the day, Blockbuster Video had a motto: ‘Be kind. Rewind’ to encourage cus-
tomers to rewind their rented video cassettes. We are taking a page from their motto 
here in the WPW statewide show team and saying ‘Be swell. Pack well.’

What do we mean by ‘Be swell. Pack well.’? 
If you are showing in one of the statewide shows and participating in the carpools—
either to or from the show—you must take extra care in packing and labeling your art 
for transportation. 

Why is that?
For the Cordata Gallery show up in Bellingham, Washington, I drove up from North 
Seattle to pick up art at the show’s closing. Most carpool artists did a good job with 
having well-wrapped materials, cases, or boxes for transit, but some did not. 

Why did that matter? 
Being poorly-wrapped meant their work was in peril on the trip home and could not 
be stored safely while at my house for a couple of days pending pick up.

What does a poorly-wrapped artwork look like?
•	 Art that has no wrap or case at all, of any kind
•	 Art that has ill-fitting or no protective layers
•	 Art wraps/cases that do not have carrying handles
•	 Art that is only wrapped in bubble wrap, which takes time to reassemble and 

tape/secure for the car ride home—not fun on a day with a long drive
•	 Art wrap without name/contact information
•	 Art that is not labeled on the back

What does well-wrapped artwork look like?
•	 Art in a carrying case with handles
•	 Art in a mirror box/moving box with handles (or a cut out for handles.
•	 Art slipped into a Gallery Pouch, Premium Art Bubble Bags gallerypouch.com 

The pouches come in many sizes and are very easy to use. While they don’t have 
handles, the pouch can be used to protect the painting and then put into a box 
with handles or some other kind of carrier bag.

Your art should be professionally presented—not just how it is when hanging on the 
wall—but also when it’s being delivered to and picked up from the gallery.

Keep in mind that these statewide gallery invitations for WPW are a key benefit of 
being an artist member. 

When you pack and present your art with care, it reflects well on you as an artist and 
all of us as an arts organization. 

We want to keep those statewide gallery relationships strong, so if you are taking 
advantage of the WPW carpools, be swell and pack well!

Sarah C.B. Guthrie, WPW statewide show transportation coordinator

http://gallerypouch.com
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Executive Board

President – Susie Wind

Vice President –Priyanka Parmanand

Secretary – Lezlie Jane

Treasurer – Sandra Kahler

Gallery Co-managers – Sue Madill,

	 Catalina Mercado

Exhibits Co-managers – Carol Ross,  
	 Susan Walker

	 (Juried & neighborhood shows,  
	 special projects)

Programs – Donna Leavitt

New Membership – Marsha Lippert, 
	 Marilyn Charlat Dix

Newsletter – Sharon Grader

Publicity – Judith Heim

Yearbook – Beth Betker

Eastern Washington Division –  
	 Dena Elzie

4th Corner Division –  
	 Joy Olney 

Past President – Judith Heim

NOTE: positions being co-chaired will have only 
one vote on the board
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WE are the Women Painters of Washington!
We invite all of our members to submit photos of themselves to be used on social me-
dia platforms, starting with Instagram. Currently we feature our WPW gallery-sitter’s 
artwork each day the gallery is open, Monday – Thursday, 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM. In addi-
tion to an art image, we would like to personalize our posts with photos of the artists, 
too. People like to see photos of the artists in their studios, and/or with their artwork. 
What would you like to share? Photos of you with your pets are welcome, too! Regard-
less of whether you are in a current WPW show, we would love to post your photo as a 
member of WPW. Email your jpeg photo to me, mira@mirakamada.com. Call or email if 
you have questions: 360-547-7347 (landline). Let’s show off!


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WPW Style Guide is a document that contains rules and guidelines to maintain a 
consistent presence internally and externally. Our style guide lets patrons familiarize 
themselves with your brand’s identity from a customer experience standpoint. The 
style guide helps members achieve a consistent brand and voice, establishing a uni-
fied professional presence for anyone who engages with the WPW. Please download 
the Style Guide PDF to use for reference. 



STYLE GUIDE

November 2021

Download Style Guide PDF

January 2024 WPW Newsletter Deadlines

The coming holidays are a busy time for everyone. As a result I will not 
be able to accept submissions after Wednesday, December 20. Have a 
joyous holiday season. sharon.grader@icloud.com

mailto:lezliejane%40earthlink.net?subject=
mailto:suemadill@msn.com
mailto:bribiescafa@yahoo.com
mailto:donnaleav@gmail.com
mailto:sharon.grader%40icloud.com?subject=
mailto:dlzart@hotmail.com
mailto:joysolney@gmail.com
https://www.alliedarts-foundation.org
mailto:lezliejane%40earthlink.net?subject=
mailto:suemadill@msn.com
mailto:bribiescafa@yahoo.com
mailto:donnaleav@gmail.com
mailto:sharon.grader%40icloud.com?subject=
mailto:dlzart@hotmail.com
mailto:joysolney@gmail.com
https://www.alliedarts-foundation.org
mailto:mira@mirakamada.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWttqyBcXrc
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xBxk-B5Qc39GMck7pAr683ltke8BYqNb/view?usp=share_link
mailto:sharon.grader@icloud.com
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Newsletter Submission Guidelines for 2023-2024

•	 Please meet submission due dates. (15th of the month prior to publication)
•	 Please make certain that your submittals are COMPLETE.
•	 I can take most text file types (doc, docx, pages, odt, rtf, and txt) and image file 

types (.ai, gif, jpeg or jpg, ps, psd and tif or tiff)
•	 I can take PDFs and zip files
•	 File naming conventions:

	- Text Files: month_section_yourname, Example: November_MemberNews_
SharonGrader.

	- Images: Month_Section_.jpg, Example: November_MemberNews_Sharon-
Grader.jpg

	- Images of Paintings: Month_Title_ArtistName.jpg, Example: November_Flow-
ersInRed_JaneDoe.jpg

•	 Because I use a styled template in Adobe InDesign, I will be reformatting all 
submitted material. As a result, please don’t spend your time formatting what you 
send. I will remove all of your hard work.

•	 Please keep your images separate, DO NOT embed them in the doc file.
•	 Please email your submissions to sharon.grader@icloud.com. IMPORTANT, the 

email subject line must say WPW Newsletter.
If you have any questions, please contact me at sharon.grader@icloud.com

Confused about Zoom? 
Lisa DeBaets is available to help guide you though the process. Please email her at 
lisadebaetswpw@gmail.com at least one week before the meeting.

Write an article, share a link, or submit information to the monthly 
newsletter.
Contact me at sharon.grader@icloud.com




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